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Witness Swears
He Saw Package
Go to Thurmond

Ex-CIA agent Edwin P, Wllson, 8
preternaturally suspicious man, let
his-guard down once and was tricked
into the FBI's hands. Now he is in
jail, convicted of smuggling arms to

bya. : .
But when Wilson was wheeling
‘and dealing in international intrigue,
_he never trusted his employes or
. partners. And that is why, after a
lapse of several years, a former Wil-

son aide has emerged to claim that

_he saw money passed to Sen. Strom
Thurmond (R-S.C.). :

The Justice Department’s inves-
tigation of the charges might under-
standably be a bit gingerly. Thur-
mond is the chairman of the Senate

Judiciary Committee, with power

over the department. The investiga-

‘tion is being handled by Assistant
US. Attorney E. Lawrence Barcella, "

who has earned a reputation as a
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Department investigators. Here are
excerpts from a sworn statement ob-
tained by my associate Dale Van
Atta:

"“I do swear I was in the employ of -
Edwin Paul Wilson. Wilson casually
introduced me to [the middleman)] at
gvgions office in Washington,

‘[Themddleman]wouldregtﬂaﬂy/
come to {the Arlington, Va.) office of
Delex International Inc ..., a Wil-

»son-aponsomd company. On three

separate occasions [a Delex employe]
handed {the middleman] thick ma-

"nila envelopes stuffed with money. It

was a specific procedure that these
envelopes, No. 10_size, were not

‘marked in any way .~

“Immessed[theunploye]cmmt-
ing the money oit on a [card] table
. They were particularly mem-
orableepuodes, because Delex had

" to have money in Riggs Bank on the

same days to cover checks, and cash
was counted out for that as well. To
the best of my recollection, the
amount I witnessed on each of these
three occasions . was  $10,000
even .
“[Theemploye]handedtheseen-
velopes to [the middleman]..

-ployes at

Wilson didn’t trust any of the em-
Delex with  his
money . ...] followed him in my
own car

The first time the middleman left,
the witness lost him. But the pext
two times, he tailed him to the Cap-;
itol Hill Club, where the middleman. '
met Thurmond, “whom I know by
sight,” the witness mted. ST

they greeted each other and sat |
down,” the sworn statement ctmtan-l
ues, “[the mlddlemn]wmﬂdpm
the envelope during conversation to.
Sen.SmmThurmond,Itwasdoné;
casuaﬂy,andomthewpofﬂleh-
ble. Each time, Sen. Th

came alone. He accepted the enve- enve
lope casually. Shoruyafwth-u&‘
time, I left. -

“As soon as it was feasible,

wmﬂdplaeeaealltoWﬂsonwhq
ever he was....at home...office

Aormlondonorsomewheneh&

abroad.lntheeourseoftheeonve:-
sation’ about other business matters,
Iwotﬂdtellhnmlhadfolloved[tfm
middleman) from Delex

"al to the Capitol Hill Club, where

thedehverywasmadetoﬁxe‘uqe
man.’ I did not identify the senator;

tough, honest prosecutor. Eachmne,aoonaﬂmheleﬂ.,lfol- orthenatm'eofthedehverynem(m
Thurmond " vigorously denies ac- lowed him, as I had been instructed - the phone®

cepting any payment. to do by my employer, Wilson. He The former Wilson aide has
The witness said he was assigned holdmethatwhenever[themlddle- agreed to testify under pemltygf

by Wilson to spy on the middleman man] had an im tdelxvu'y . perjury before a grand jury. -

who allegedly passed the money. make, I was to fol and verify . 'I‘hurmondtoldmehexsnadyto

* He has told his story to Justice - what [he] did wn each delivery. ° testify and deny thestory. ~ __
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